HEALTH AND HEALING IN THE GREAT STATE

co-ordination of effort, waste of energy, and want of
control; and owing to the same cause it is also suffer-
ing from inadequate remuneration and, as a further
consequence, from a lack of appreciation on the part
of the Public of the real value of its services and the
true position it ought to occupy in the State.

The uncertainty and the obscurity which hung
around the methods of the " Healer" in the past
still tend to obstruct his vision and prejudice his
authority, now that he is called upon to play the
part of health adviser to the community.   Society
forgets that the Profession of Healing has long ago
discarded the old garments of magic and superstition,
which clothed it in infancy, and that it has almost
succeeded in shaking off the fetters of tradition and
dogma  which  still  encumber its old companions
Theology and Law, and that" it is both ready and
willing to enter on the duties of mature age and
wider experience.    On  the other hand, the com-
munity is also suffering from the imperfections of
the present  system,  but in a different way.    It
suffers from the inefficiency of service which comes
from uncontrolled contract practice, and from the
demoralisation which follows a too ready acquies-
cence in a symptomatic as opposed to a preventive
and radical treatment  of  disease.    The eventual
remedy for both difficulties can only be a National
Health Service in which the conditions of service
include adequate remuneration and a reserve of
time, money, opportunity, and legislative freedom
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